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WITTENOOM ROAD — SPEED CUSHION REMOVAL 

Statement by Member for Forrestfield  

MR A.J. WADDELL (Forrestfield) [12.55 pm]: Over the past week a road in my electorate, Wittenoom Road, 
has been at the centre of a community controversy because of the removal of speed cushions by the Shire of 
Kalamunda. Early last year I was approached by several residents living on Wittenoom Road who have seen a 
steady increase in the number of speeding vehicles and heavy trucks using their previously quiet neighbourhood 
street. During those months in 2010 I consulted with residents and the shire to work on an arrangement to help 
reduce the 81 per cent of drivers who exceed the 50-kilometre-an-hour speed limit and reduce the number of 
trucks using the road as a short cut to Abernethy Road.  

Through this consultation process, it was decided by the shire that the best way to combat this problem was 
through the use of speed cushions. It then made the appropriate applications to Main Roads and the residents 
waited patiently for 12 months for the cushions to be installed. All seemed well and I had not received any 
complaints until last Monday when the Shire of Kalamunda council sat and was given a petition with some 30-
odd signatures to have the cushions removed due to the noise they allegedly created. The shire took it upon itself 
to change the motion, which would have required a level of consultation with the community, and simply 
decided to have them removed. The council managed to remove them within 24 hours as a result of the efforts by 
these 30 residents. I think it is outrageous that the shire took this action without any proper consultation with the 
remaining residents of the street and I believe it now needs to explain to the ratepayers of Kalamunda how it can 
justify spending this money in such an outrageous way.  
 


